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clearly leads to loss of life; more than that, it means a blow to the whole
community. We must not forget how the entire community was affected
when plague broke out in Durban, Cape Town and Johannesburg.1 The
easiest way to deal with plague is to notify a case as soon as it occurs.
When plague broke out in Bombay for the first time in 1896, neither
the people nor the doctors did anything to suppress it. If the necessary
steps had been taken in time, it is possible that hundreds of thousands
of lives that were lost might have been saved. Plague can be rooted out
even now if people are properly educated in this matter. There are certain
reasons why this has not been possible in India. The people there are
poor and ignorant, but here they are not. The people who travel five
thousand miles, live amidst unfriendly folk and earn their bread can-
not by any means be considered ignorant. If, living in this country,
we do not learn how to deal with this contagious disease, we have only
our obstinacy to thank. It is, we believe, the supreme duty of those
who are in a position to offer guidance in such matters to enlighten
people and lead them along the right path. We say this without the
least fear; for whatever we have written so far will have been in vain
if we try to flatter our readers out of fear. We have been repeatedly
telling people to stick to their resolve, to remain courteous under all
circumstances, and to discharge their duties courageously. We are
publishing the biographical sketches of brave men and women like Sir
Henry Lawrence and Elizabeth Fry and exhorting our readers to follow
the examples of those heroic souls. In the end, we appeal to all our
readers to take our writings in the spirit in which they are written.
It is possible that we might unwittingly commit mistakes in the course of
our public service. We shall be grateful if those who notice any such
draw our attention to them.
[From Gujarati]
Indian Opinion, 28-10-1905
133. AUSTRALIA AND JAPAN
The Government of Australia seem to have realized the strength of
Japan. A Government communique recently issued says that students
and traders from Japan, going on a tour of that country, will be
freely admitted. They have also declared their intention so to amend
their Immigration Law as not to hurt the feelings of Japan. This might
benefit Indians too. So far and wide have the roots of Japanese victory
spread that we cannot now visualize all the fruit it will put forth. The
people of the East seem to be waking up from their lethargy.
[From Gujarati]
Indian Opinion, 28-10-1905
1 Vide Vol. Ill, pp. 58-62 and 362.